The Honorable Willie Prescott
300 SW 10th St.

DOB

Topeka, KS  66612

Dear Representative Prescott:

As a parent and patron of USD #456, Marais des Cygnes Valley School District, and a concerned voter in your legislative district, I am urging you to consider all legislative proposals that would increase funding for public schools.  In addition, I would ask you to reject all proposals that would continue to place massive and devastating cuts to our school districts. 

If these massive cuts continue the students of our district will be severely impacted.  This district has suffered about $250,000 in cuts in the past few months.  The district may be forced to lay off teachers in order to balance the budget.  This will lead to larger classes, reduced services, and possibly the elimination of programs.  Another impact of the budget crisis is a reduced school year.  The district is discussing the possibility of reducing the number of school days by 2 or 3 weeks.

While it is clear that there are extraordinary challenges in balancing the state's budget, the progress that our students have made should not be put in jeopardy.  If we want these test scores to continue to increase, the state must hold our students and our school harmless. 

Our students and schools did not create this budget problem, and fixing the problem should not come at the expense of their educational progress and success.  Accordingly, I respectfully urge you to vote in favor of our public schools by supporting increases in revenues to balance the budget.  Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

