STOP!!!

DON’T THROW THIS BOOK AWAY!!!

You will be responsible for knowing its contents the ENTIRE YEAR!!!

“I didn’t know” is NOT a valid excuse!!!

PARENTS/GUARDIANS and STUDENTS please read thoroughly and SIGN the form on the back page and return it by August 26!!!

(You will receive 100 points for returning the form ON TIME!!!)

The Purpose of this Handbook

The purpose of this handbook is to establish guidelines and procedures for the effective use of time for the Marais des Cygnes Valley Music Program.  It is also intended to acquaint members with the activities of the Vocal and Instrumental Program.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KNOWING ALL THE RULES AND DATES STATED IN THIS HANDBOOK!  Keep it in a place that will be accessible to you all year!  There are two copies of the band dates in the back of this book for your convenience.  All band members must make a conscious effort to follow the guidelines.

A SUPER band has excellent…
1.
Intonation

2.
Tone

3.
Balance among Sections

4.
Blend within Sections

5.
Precision in Rhythm and Articulation

6. 
A Musical Understanding and Appreciation of the Literature Being Performed
A SUCCESSFUL band has members whom…

1.
Work together every time they are together.
2.
Do not expect the person next to them to contribute more than they do.

3.
Can FOCUS during rehearsal and performance times.
4.
Give 100% effort each day to BENEFIT THE ENSEMBLE.
Classroom Expectations and Guidelines
1. Students will be on time, meaning in their seats, when the bell rings.

2. Students will be ready with all necessary materials when the director steps onto the podium.

3. Students will have a pencil with them at all times.

4. Students will refrain from disruptive talking during rehearsals.

5. Students will refrain from swearing, cruel teasing, rude gestures, and put-downs as they will not be tolerated!
6. Students will refrain from bringing gum, candy, food and drinks (other than water) into the music room. 

7. Students will follow the instructions of the directors and chaperones without argument.  

8. Students will refrain from doing homework, sleeping, putting on make-up and/or reading during rehearsal time.  Rehearsal time is just that, there should be no school work at your seat during rehearsals!  If you have a valid, written excuse for not participating, you will either follow along as if you were participating, or other work will be found for you to do.

9. Students will enter the rehearsal hall at all times with the attitude and desire for the achievement of excellence.

If a student is unable to meet the above expectations it will result in complete loss of daily points and further discipline action that the director deems appropriate.
ATTENDANCE
Attendance is expected at all rehearsals and performances!

IF YOU ARE EARLY YOU ARE “ON TIME”, IF YOU ARE ON TIME YOU ARE “LATE”, IF YOU ARE LATE YOU ARE “LEFT BEHIND”!!

Listed in the back of this handbook are all of the dates of which the director is aware at this printing.  Please mark these on your home calendars and in your daily planners NOW!  If you have a job, you need to talk to your boss, NOW!!!  If you are involved in other activities at school let your teachers and coaches know as soon as possible.  Only school related conflicts would be considered and then ONLY if the director is notified at LEAST TWO WEEKS in advance of the conflict.

If a student misses a performance, it will result in the loss of all assigned performance points.


The only EXCUSED absences would be for serious illness, an unavoidable school conflict (with NO LESS than two weeks notice to the director), or an extreme emergency.  All other conflicts will be considered an UNEXCUSED absence and the student will not be allowed to make up points.  **If the student’s absence falls in on of the excused categories, the student may contact the director about writing a make-up paper.  Performances cannot be rescheduled and for this reason, a missed performance may have a marked effect on the student’s grade for that term. 

MAKE-UP POINTS
A student may make up EXCUSED performance absence points by writing a research paper on the subject of the director’s choice.  (FONT SIZE IS TO BE NO LARGER THAN 12 POINTS.) Points will be issued as follows: A three (3) page paper = 50 points and a six (6) page paper = 100 points.  The paper should be a double spaced research paper.  It must also include a cover page and a reference page with at least (3) references, for a total of five (5) or eight (8) pages.  The paper must use proper grammar and be well written.  The final paper must be of the highest quality to be considered for make-up points.  THE STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTACTING THE DIRECTOR regarding their absence and writing the paper.  The make-up paper must be turned in no later than five (5) school days after the missed performance.  
GRADING POLICY
Points will be given as follows:

Performances..…………………………...……………….…100 points

Quizzes…….………………..……………………...…...........50 points

Daily Participation……………………………...10 points (all or none)

Daily Attendance 

(On Time) and with ALL Materials………5 points (all or none)

Points will be Deducted as Follows:


Unexcused Absence from Class


Lack of Cooperation

Not having the required items for rehearsals (Instrument, Accessories, Music, Folder and Pencil)


Not being in complete and correct uniform for performances


Not participating during rehearsals


Not performing when the band/choir is performing


Performing when the band/choir is NOT performing


Behaving in an inappropriate manner


Tardiness


Missing performances excused and unexcused
EQUIPMENT
Each student is responsible for his/her own instrument, folder, uniform, shoes, socks and other equipment.  If any school owned equipment including the uniform shirt is misplaced and not able to be accounted for, the student will be responsible for reimbursing the school for the current cost of the item!!

**STUDENTS USING SCHOOL INSTRUMENTS**  There is a $15.00 rental fee for the use of school instruments during the school year.  The school will repair general wear and tear to these instruments.  Any other repairs will be the responsibility of the student.  

A LUGGAGE TAG with a strap attached to your instrument is MANDATORY!  It must include the following information: Name, address, phone number, and school information.  There will be unannounced tag checks and points will be deducted from your grade if you do not have a tag!!  Stickers or other “defining” marks are not acceptable for identification.   

CONCERT INFORMATION
Students involved in band will learn as much as possible through the performance of quality band literature.  These students will be required to be at all performances and after their individual performance are required to stay and listen to the entire concert.  It is important for the students to listen to their peers and to learn from the other group’s performances.

Concert Dress

Men: Black dress pants, white dress shirt, black dress shoes, 
 and black socks.  (No jeans or tennis shoes)

Women: Black dress slacks, white dress shirt, black dress 
 shoes and black socks.  (No jeans or tennis shoes)

Students dressed inappropriately will not be allowed to perform 
with the ensemble and consequently will lose all performance 
points.

The Goal: To look CLASSY and UNIFORM!

Concert Dates

See the attached calendar for the concert dates.  The students are required to be in their seats/place (in the gym) forty-five (45) minutes prior to the beginning of the concert.

Solo/Small/Large Ensemble Contest

Band and Choir Members are encouraged to participate in the KSHSAA sponsored solo and small ensemble festival.  Express your interest to the director early in the school year (no later than three months before the contest) to select a composition that will meet your needs.  You will also need to set-up meeting times to work with the director on your piece.  The student is responsible for securing an accompanist to begin working with you on your solo six weeks prior to the festival.  The festival is traditionally held the first part of April.

CONCERT INFORMATION CONTINUED
Contest and Festival Expectations

1. If you choose to participate in a solo or an ensemble for contest, you will be REQUIRED to perform at Regional and State Contest (if applicable).

2. If a student participating in an ensemble does not perform at the regional contest and the group is chosen to perform at the state contest the student will not be allowed to participate.

3. If a student is not practicing and/or not “pulling their weight” the director reserves the right to remove the student from the ensemble.  The director also reserves the right to replace the student with another player for the performance.

4. Ensemble performances take precedence over any other activity or commitment whether or not they are school related!  Check you calendar early to avoid conflicts!!!

5. If a student is ineligible in band or another class, the student will not be allowed to participate in the performance.

ATHLETIC EVENTS
The SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADERS will perform at ALL HOME Football and Basketball games.  The band will be made up of the seventh and eighth graders as well as the high school band members.  The students must be in concert band to participate in pep band.  The students should report to the Music Room one (1) hour and fifteen (15) minutes prior to the start of the FOOTBALL games and one (1) hour prior to the start of the BASKETBALL games.  This time will be used to issue polo shirts and to rehearse with all of the members.  
The uniform for the pep band is a school issued blue polo shirt and either kaki shorts/pants or jeans/jean shorts.  The shirt is to be tucked in at all times!!  No hats will be allowed!!
DUE TO THE LACK OF FACILITIES, ALL STUDENTS WILL NEED TO WEAR A THICK WHITE T-SHIRT SO THAT THEY CAN CHANGE INTO THEIR POLO SHIRTS PRIOR TO ATHLETIC EVENTS IN MIXED COMPANY.

BLEACHER PROCEDURES
1. The band will sit in the assigned seats of the stadium.

2. Once you have chosen a seat WITHIN YOUR SECTION, do not move during the remainder of the game!

3. There is to be no playing while the whole band is not playing.

4. Complete uniform is to be worn at all times and worn in the proper manner.

5. Band members are to cheer with the cheerleaders and support our teams.  

Band Lettering Requirements 2005-2006
450 Points Needed to Letter
General Guidelines:
1. Must be enrolled in band at least 2 terms.
2. Private lesson forms must be turned in on a monthly basis.  Forms that are over one (1) month old will not be accepted for credit.  Each thirty (30) minute lesson is worth five (5) points.

3. Auditions and Membership in a special group must be confirmed by: Audition-form signed by person hearing audition, Membership-first concert program with student listed on personnel.  These forms must be turned in within five (5) school days of the event.

4. Students are responsible for keeping track of his/her lettering points.  Records will also be kept by the director, but this will eliminate the constant need to ask the director about your points.  
Ways to Get Points for Lettering

1. Pep Band Performances




25 each

2. District Audition





25

3. District Performance





25

4. All-State Audition





25

5. All-State Performance





25

6. Concert Performance (ours)




50
7. Auditioning for a Special Group



15*
(Church, Community Choir/Band, etc.)
8. Membership in a Special Group 



25

9. Attendance at a Concert 




15**

(Other than one you in which you are playing)

10. Private Lessons (Each 30 Minutes)


5***
11. Solo/Ensemble Contest with the Following Ratings


I
25



II
20



III
15

*Written verification from group adjudicator or director is required

**Must have a copy of the program and turned in a by the end of the week the concert was performed

**Must have a letter signed by private teacher and turned in at the end of each month!

CALENDAR

NOTE: For all home football games, students must be in the band room by 5:45 pm.

September

1
6:30-8:00
Flinthills Music @ Quenemo Cafeteria to 

Rent Instruments


16
7:00

Home Football (Parent’s Night)

23
7:00

Home Football (Homecoming)

October


14
7:00

Home Football


24
2:30

Sunflower League Vocal Festival @ Quenemo



7:00

Sunflower League Vocal Festival Concert

27
7:00

Home Football

November


8
All Day
Lyon County League Vocal Music @ 

Emporia State

Note: For all home basketball games, students must be in the band room one hour before tip-off.

Note: For all concerts the students must be in their seats/place in the gym forty-five (45) minutes prior to the beginning of the concert.

December


7
7:00

Middle School Christmas Concert @ 

Quenemo


12
7:00

High School and Elementary Christmas 

Concert @ Melvern

16
5:00

Home Basketball (Parent’s Night)

20
4:45

Home Basketball

January



13
5:00

Home Basketball


17
4:45

Home Basketball

February


3
5:00

Home Basketball


7
4:45

Home Basketball


10
5:00

Home Basketball (Queen of Courts)


17
5:00

Home Basketball

April


27
7:00

High School Band and Choir Concert

May


4
7:00

Middle School Spring Concert


11
7:00

Elementary Spring Concert
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PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN THIS PAGE NO LATER THAN THE 26TH OF AUGUST!!!

(Worth one-100 point test grade.  Must be turned in on time!!!!!)

As a band parent/guardian, I/we have read the 2005-2006 music handbook from cover to cover and fully understand and support the policies of the Marais des Cygnes Valley Music Program.  We have also reviewed all the dates and understand the necessity of our student to participate in all scheduled activities.

Signature of Parent/Guardian: __________________________________

Date: _____________________

As a band student, I have read the 2005-2006 music handbook from cover to cover and fully understand and support the policies of the Marais des Cygnes Valley Music Program.  I have also reviewed all the dates and understand the necessity of participating in all scheduled activities.

Signature of Student: __________________________________________

Date: _____________

We have read over the calendar and may have conflicts on the following dates:

Reason for conflicts:
