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Important ACT Dates 
Registration Deadline      Test Date   
March 9, 2012

                 April 14, 2012
May 4, 2012

                 June 09, 2012
Students will need to make certain that they arrive at the testing site at least 15 minutes early. They need a form of ID, a calculator, two #2 pencils and their testing ticket. Students may apply online at www.actstudent.org or they may come by the guidance office and pick up a paper registration packet. Most juniors and seniors will need the test scores for financial aid (including scholarships) and college entrance.

Balloon-A-Grams 

The FCCLA is selling Balloon-A-Grams. This includes a small box of candy with a helium balloon. The cost is $5.00 and will be delivered to students at Quenemo and Melvern Schools on Tuesday, February 14th. Orders will be taken January 23rd through February 10th. 
Pennies For Patients
Since 1994, millions of dollars have been raised in pennies and other spare change by more than 10 million elementary, middle and high school students throughout the country. The funds, collected during a three-week period, benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. It will continue again this year for the junior high and high school students of MdCV starting February 6th and finishing on February 24th. 


Social Networking Tips For Parents

Located on the MdCV School website are some links found under “Information For Parents” regarding social networking.
School Reach Information

To improve communication between parents and school, USD #456, Marais des Cygnes Valley School District, implemented a telephone broadcast system that has enabled the school personnel to notify all households and parents by phone within minutes of an emergency or unplanned event that causes early dismissal, school cancellation or late start. USD #456 would like for you to contact the Board of Education Office at 785-549-3521 if you have changed your phone number recently. 
Melvern Pride Hosting Dinner
The Melvern Pride is having a Mexican dinner on February 11. It will be located downtown at the Melvern Community Center and will start at 5:00 p.m. and go until 7:00 p.m.  
Counselor’s Corner

Check out Mrs.Stukey’s webpage! Go to the school website, and then click on   “Jr. /Sr. High Counselor’s Corner” from the menu on the left.  Located on her webpage are upcoming events for juniors and seniors.  If you have any questions about the events, scholarships, or ACT testing information, please contact her.

MdCV Seniors and Parents
Please visit with Mrs.Stukey or check school website regarding the local scholarships. Most scholarships are due on Tuesday, March 27, 2012.

Queen of Courts Ceremony and Dance

The MdCV High School will have the Queen of Courts ceremony on Friday, February 3rd during the half time of the boy’s varsity game.  The dance will be held on Saturday, February 4th from 
8:00-11:00 p.m. at the Melvern Community Building.
School Cancellation Information
It’s that time of year again, where weather can wreak havoc with school schedules. It is our intention to not start school late or have school dismissed early unless absolutely necessary. The district will once again use the SchoolReach program to notify parents, students, and staff by telephone if the event of cancellation or a change in regular schedule occurs. The following media outlets will also announce a change of schedule: WIBW-TV, KSNT, KTKA, KVOE, KOFO, AM580 WIBW and 94.5 Country. A letter explaining the SchoolReach service can be found on the district’s website. If you have any questions about cancellations or schedule changes, please call the Board of Education office at 549-3521

FBLA
The members of FBLA will travel to Emporia State University on Wednesday, February 8th for their district conference.

FCCLA

FCCLA members will attend the FCCLA District Elections on Wednesday, February 1st in Yates Center, Kansas. 

High School Basketball
Date        Opponent                Location       

Feb 3      Topeka Heritage*     Home
Feb 7      Cornerstone             Home

Feb 10    Mission Valley          Away

Feb 14    Veritas                      Home

Feb 17    Cair Paravel             Home

Feb 18    JV Boys                    Lebo

Feb 21    Crest+                       Home

Feb 24    Altoona Midway        Away

    *Queen of Court         +Parents Night
Marais des Cygnes Valley Elementary School earns statewide honor
Only 43 elementary schools across the entire state of Kansas qualified for the 2011 Governor’s Achievement Award, and our own Marais des Cygnes Valley Elementary was one of them.

“We’re so excited for our students, staff, and families for our elementary school to receive such an honor,” said Darrel Finch, superintendent of USD 456. “It really speaks to the hard work that everyone has put in to be the best school they can be.”

To qualify for the award, the school had to achieve the Standard of Excellence in both reading and mathematics for 2011; make Adequate Yearly Progress (or AYP) in both of these categories, plus in the area of attendance; and be in the top 5% in both reading and mathematics on its 2011 state assessments. 

That’s a big challenge. But, the superintendent says he isn’t surprised by the award. “Our students come to school each day ready to learn, ready to grow, and ready to work together, and our staff creates the environment where those students can succeed. This just proves what happens when you put forth the effort. It’s great to see our school get such a meaningful honor.”

Spelling Bee

This year’s county spelling bee is located at Lyndon. It will be held on Thursday, February 16th beginning at 9:00 a.m. attending it will be winner Matt Maxhimer and runner-up Christian Engelbert.
High School Scholars Bowl
The High School Varsity Scholar’s Bowl team placed 2nd at LCL Wednesday, January 18th at Waverly. The Junior Varsity team won 2 of 3 matches. Regionals will be on February 2nd at Herington. State will be held on February 11th.
